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Seattle Steam customers win important efficiency awards 

SEATTLE STEAM COMPANY 
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We often talk about the efficiency of heat provided by Seattle Steam.  Now there is further proof 
from BetterBricks and BOMA of Seattle/King County, as they announced the 2008 winners of 
the Kilowatt Crackdown program, a program designed to improve the energy efficiency of com-
mercial buildings.  Utilizing the EPA’s ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager  and funding through 
BetterBricks, a variety of commercial properties in Seattle benchmarked and tracked their total 
energy load and results for the year.  We are pleased to showcase four of the 2008 Kilowatt 
Crackdown winners, each a Seattle Steam customer:   

We know you are eager to reduce your building’s carbon footprint with the help of our new bio-
mass boiler.  We are equally excited to help all of our clients become more efficient and sus-
tainable, and are working hard to get the new boiler up and running in October – just in time for 
the winter heating season.  The next step in our construction process is commissioning, led by 
plant manager Mike Reeves, which will begin mid-August and take several weeks. 

Invoice copies and steam consumption information for May 2009 are now available on the Seattle Steam 
Company website (www.seattlesteam.com).  Hard copy invoices are also being sent to all customers via 
USPS.  Please contact David Easton at 206-658-2025 deaston@seattlesteam.com if you need a 
password, have questions, or need any assistance accessing your account information. 

The IBM Building  Constructed in 1964 and 
also managed by Unico, this facility received 
Third Place honors for Most Improved Score. 
 

GSA Federal Office Building  built in 1933, this 
GSA managed building received First Place honors 
for High Score through Energy Star.  The building 
landed a total score of 99 out of 100 possible! 

The Skinner Building constructed in 1926 
and managed by Unico, The Skinner Build-
ing received Second Place honors for High 
Score with a total score of 95! 

Capping the event, Unico  received the 2008 Kilowatt Crackdown 
award for Overall Excellence, an award recognizing the strong 
efforts and results by a management team. 

Washington Mutual Tower  constructed in 1989 
and managed by Wright Runstad, this tower re-
ceived Third Place honors for Highest Score tied 
with the Fourth & Madison Building. 

Energy Star recognizes in its calculations the benefits District Energy provides to our communities, “Source 
to Site” efficiencies that surpass electricity and natural gas energy.  Their source to site numbers take into 
account losses from all energy suppliers in delivering the energy or fuel to the buildings.  It shows the differ-
ences between primary fuel (gas and oil) and secondary energy (electricity and steam). Energy Star’s meth-
odology therefore represents the true efficiencies of a buildings energy usage.  Buildings that are connected 
to District Energy systems, such as Seattle Steam, tend to receive higher scores than those not connected.  
This past year’s Kilowatt Crackdown winners are great examples of well managed buildings and the effi-
ciency District Energy offers!   
 
Seattle Steam congratulates each of the management teams for their achievements!  Seattle Steam is 
proud to have served these facilities throughout their long lives!    

Construction Update 

In the meantime, we are finalizing wood supply contracts with several suppliers.  Though many vendors vied for this con-
tact, we made our selections based on two criteria: cost and distance hauled.  We want to provide our customers with a 
more sustainable product at a reasonable price, which includes ensuring that any carbon footprint associated with our sup-
pliers is kept to a minimum.  We look forward to 2010 and the reduction of our carbon emissions by 60%. 


